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Americans the privacy of their genetic infor-
mation will be protected and never used to
deny health coverage or jobs.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 1995, the
‘‘Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of
2002.’’

Proclamation 7530—Women’s
History Month, 2002
March 6, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Women’s History Month provides our

country the privilege of honoring the count-
less contributions that American women have
made throughout our history. These con-
tributions have enriched our culture,
strengthened our Nation, and furthered the
Founders’ vision for a free and just Republic
that provides opportunity and safety at home
and is an influence for peace around the
world.

Since its beginnings, our land has been
blessed by noteworthy women who played
defining roles in shaping our Nation.
Sakajawea was a Native American woman
who befriended the explorers, Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, 150 years ago as
they crossed the great Northwest. She helped
Lewis and Clark’s expedition complete the
first successful overland transcontinental
journey. Lucretia Mott courageously wrote
and spoke against slavery and the lack of
equal rights for women, helping America rec-
ognize the inherent wrong in the institutional
subjugation of others and the need to strive
for equality, freedom, and justice for all. Eliz-
abeth Blackwell was the first woman in
America awarded a medical degree, and she
dedicated her pioneering efforts as a physi-
cian to helping others.

Helen Keller overcame debilitating phys-
ical disabilities, showing us the power of a
determined human spirit. And Clara Barton
developed a vision for helping others through
her service to the wounded during the Civil
War; and she realized that vision by founding
the American Red Cross after the war, an
organization that has since become re-

nowned for its effectiveness in helping those
who suffer or are in need. Recently, the Red
Cross reached out to aid Afghan women trau-
matized by the repressive rule of the intoler-
ant Taliban regime, which for years had mer-
cilessly oppressed Afghanistan and Afghan
women in particular. Today, thousands of
American women are furthering the cause of
freedom through service in government, the
military, and other organizations, as we seek
to defeat terrorism and bring justice to those
responsible for the September 11 attacks.

The history of American women is an ex-
pansive story of outstanding individuals who
sacrificed much and worked hard in pursuit
of a better world, where peace, dignity, and
opportunity can reign. The spirit of loving
determination that shaped these pursuits
continues to serve as an example to those
who seek to better our Nation. American
women of strength, vision, and character
have long influenced our country by contrib-
uting their time, efforts, and wisdom in vastly
diverse ways to improve and enhance our
government and communities, our schools
and religious institutions, our businesses and
the military, and the arts and sciences.
Women also have fundamentally shaped our
civilization in the care and nurturing of fami-
lies. Today, women in contemporary America
are furthering the Founders’ vision by work-
ing to advance freedom, increase equality,
and administer justice in every corner of our
land, through their everyday work in school-
rooms, boardrooms, courtrooms, homes, and
communities.

As President, I am proud to recognize the
many contributions American women have
made to help make our Nation free, strong,
and a force for peace and justice around the
world. On this observance of Women’s His-
tory Month, I encourage every American to
learn more about these important contribu-
tions, and to celebrate their noble legacies
as we work to build a brighter future for our
Nation and for all of the world’s people.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2002 as
Women’s History Month. I call upon all the
people of the United States to observe this
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month with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 7, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 8.

Remarks at the Presentation of the
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Awards
March 7, 2002

Thank you, Secretary Evans, and thank
you all very much. It’s an honor to be back
here. It’s a pleasure to see so many students
here today. I understand some of you took
a tour of the White House. You must have
behaved well, because I didn’t hear the dogs
barking. [Laughter] I hope you enjoyed
being there as much as Laura and I enjoy
being there. It’s a fabulous place, the White
House is. I’m so glad you were able to see
it.

I’m also pleased to be back to congratulate
the award winners of the Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Award. I’m really pleased
that school districts have been added. I want
to commend the Baldrige Committee for in-
cluding education. Secretary Rod Paige is
here. Both of us believe so strongly that no
child should be left behind. Both of us know
the potential of the public school systems in
America, and we want to thank and congratu-
late the school districts here that have set
the highest of high standards not only at the
secondary level but also at the high level of
education.

I was privileged to know Malcolm
Baldrige. He was one of America’s most dis-
tinguished Secretaries of Commerce, and
what a fine and honorable man he was. The
award that bears his name reflects the virtues
that he brought to public service and how
he lived in his private life, a commitment to
excellence, shrewd judgment and sound

judgment, principled leadership, integrity,
and a sense of responsibility.

Today’s honorees have met a rigorous test,
and such a worthy example for others. And
I know Malcolm would have approved of the
winners.

It’s a great honor to be with Midge
Baldrige again—you’re looking pretty darn
good these days—[laughter]—and Letitia
Baldrige as well. I know we’ve got some
Members of the United States Congress
here. I think Bill Jenkins from Tennessee is
here. I know Connie Morella is here. Thank
you for coming, Connie. I also appreciate
Nancy Murkowski, the wife of Frank Mur-
kowski. Nancy is committed to quality edu-
cation in the State of Alaska, and I know
you’re as proud as I am for the winners who
are here. And I always want to thank the U.S.
Army Band for providing such wonderful
music.

I appreciate the fact that prior winners of
the Baldrige Award are here. I think it’s im-
portant for you to stay involved in the proc-
ess. As you heard, some of the recipients also
appreciate of you being here. And I want to
welcome five more organizations to your
ranks, the school districts, the University of
Wisconsin-Stout, as well as the fine symbols
of entrepreneurial spirit in America, Pal’s
Sudden Service of Tennessee, and of course,
Clarke American Checks, represented by
some rowdy Texans.

This is a high, high honor. I know you all
understand what a big deal this is, having
gone through the process. It is an important
award, and I congratulate you all so very
much. The award goes to organizations rath-
er than any single individual, and that’s im-
portant to note. As we’ve seen today, success
happens in an atmosphere of teamwork,
common values, and trust.

An organization needs a good idea and a
good product or a good service. It certainly
needs a good strategic plan. But more than
anything, it needs good people, men and
women of integrity who understand their du-
ties to each other and to the public interest.

And this is true throughout our entire
economy. The free enterprise system draws
upon the best in people, creativity, ingenuity,
energy, a desire to make life better for our-
selves and for others. The whole design of
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